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Elizabeth Fisher (left) and Vivienne Becker sharing their insights. 
(Photo: D. Fraga)

For the 2019 event, the organizers built on their success-
ful debut last year to expand the scale with 210 exhibi-
tors. Given the current state of decline concerning trade 

shows, for GemGenève to achieve this 42% increase is quite 
impressive. 

Co-founders and exhibitors themselves, Thomas Faerber 
and Ronny Totah were encouraged by the 11% increase in 
visitor numbers, more than 4,800, represented by 37% Swiss 
and 63% foreigners. The visitors included the trade and the 
public—dealers, retailers, creative directors, collectors, con-
sultants and connoisseurs, as well as academics, students, 
lovers of jewels and gemstones. Ronny Totah shares his 
thoughts, “We always wanted a high-quality show where  
artistic achievements in the field of gems and jewelry attract 
true connoisseurs of luxury.” 

Walking along the avenues of GemGenève, one can’t help 
but admire the untreated rubies and blue sapphires from 
Kashmir, natural pearls, diamonds in every imaginable hue, 
and exceptional vintage jewelry, such as the 1970s multi-gem 
and diamond brooch by Chaumet from the Faerber collec-
tion, along with pieces by Lalique, Fouquet, Boucheron and 
Cartier. Objets d’art of historical importance abound, such as 
the superb enameled gold cigarette case, made by Parisian 
master jeweler, Lacloche Frères, circa 1925, offered by New 
York dealer Palais Royal. The scene depicts a Geisha, set 
against a Japanese landscape, indicative of Lacloche’s spe-
cialty of vanity cases and les nécessaires in orientalist style. 

What makes GemGenève a vital show is not only the com-
mercial aspect of the event, but the team’s commitment to 
furthering knowledge and understanding among private cli-
ents and the industry alike. The impressive roster of talks by 
highly respected academics and authors ranged from Cécile 
Lugand (doctoral researcher on Jean-Baptiste 
Tavernier at Rennes II University and profes-
sor at L’École), Vivienne Becker, Vanessa 
Cron and Joanna Hardy, to name a few. 
With topics such as Art Nouveau,  
rubies, identifying jewelry, emer-
alds, differences in jewels from 
the 1970s and 1980s, there 
was truly something for 
everyone. 

A few key components are essential to successfully execute the theatre of luxury: First, the atmosphere, which needs 
to exude an air of refinement and elegance; second, the players themselves, who should represent the pinnacle of 
excellence in their respective fields; third and probably the most important, the manner in which the story is told. 
Now in its second year, the Geneva-based gem and jewelry show, GemGenève, has managed to score high marks 

on all the above points and carve a distinctive niche for itself. 

GEMGENÈVE – An Agora of Luxury 

By Richa Goyal Sikri 

Additionally, on the sidelines of the show, the art law foun-
dation held a conference on The Gemstone Market: From 
Traceability to the Responsibility of Its Actors. The conference 
was well attended by members of the press and visitors, with 
many questions on blockchain, large-scale vs small-scale 
gem mining and practical challenges faced by the trade  
regarding mine-to-market traceability. 

Like last year, GemGenève collaborated with HEAD (Haute 
École d’Art et de Design, Genève) and the HEJ (Haute École 
de Joaillerie) in Paris. This year, the collaboration included 
a competition that was open to a public vote with the winner 
announced on the closing day. “Supporting the new gener-
ation, sharing our taste and expertise in stones, offering a 
platform of expression for HEAD students and a showcase 
on the world reflect our desire to perpetuate and transmit our 
passion for gemology and jewelry,” says Thomas Faerber, 
co-founder of GemGenève. 

Seventeen second-year students at HEAD, enrolled in the 
Bachelor’s course in Jewelry and Accessory Design, and five 
students from the HEJ in Paris were gifted a dream opportu-
nity to design and create a piece of jewelry, from first sketch 
to prototype. The budding designers had a month to imag-
ine their creation. Jewelry models and a prototype set with 
colored stones were generously donated by Abouchar SA. 
During the show, besides a panel of eminent judges, visitors 
were invited to vote for their favorite designs to reward the 
public’s favorite. The first prize was won by Charlotte Angéloz 
for her Bonbon collection, while the second went to Claudia 
Roque Andrade for her Reconstruction collection. Finally, the 
third award was given to Arianne Blanco for her collection 
Sio 2.0. Charlotte Angéloz was offered a gemology course 
by SSEF, as well as housing in a nearby B&B provided by 
GemGenève, a valuable experience that will hold her and the 
other contestants in good stead for the rest of their careers. 

One of the top highlights of GemGenève 2019 was the De-
signer Vivarium, a curated collection of 11 jewelry artists, em-
ploying top-grade material to present exquisite designs, all 
handcrafted to perfection. Some of my selections were those 
of the designer brand, Mr Lieou, with the innovative Orchid 

Multi-gemstone and diamond 
brooch in gold, 1970s, by 
Chaumet, in the Faerber 
Collection. (Photo: Faerber)

Some 4,800 visitors came to see the wares of 210 exhibitors at 
GemGenève 2019. (Photo: G.Maillot-point-of-views.ch)

Vintage jewelry offered by 
Morelle Davidson. 

(Photo: Morelle Davidson)

Enameled gold cigarette case 
by Lacloche Frères, ca 1925, from 
Palais Royal. (Photo: Palais Royal)

Pendant featuring a 160-ct Colombian 
emerald set with rubies and 

diamonds, offered by Paul Fisher. 
(Photo: Paul Fisher)

A number of gem dealers displayed their stones at GemGenève, 
including Tank Fine Gems (Photo: D. Fraga), 

and Filippo Gems (inset) (Photo: Filippo Gems)

GemGenève founders, 
Thomas Faerber and 
Ronny Totah.
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earrings featuring mechanical diamond wings that open and 
close. The technique took designer Nicholas Lieou two years 
to master. 

Another standout brand was Russia-based Tenzo Fine 
Jewellery. The brainchild of Alexander Tenzo, who started 
as a gem merchant, the collection offers an incredible array 
of top-grade gems that are difficult to source. Alexander’s 
incredible experience in the gemstone sector has not only 
been a tremendous source of rare treasures such as Cat’s 
Eye alexandrite and Man Sin spinels, but also contributed to 
his distinctive design aesthetic. The female-led brands, who 
captured my eye, were Ming Jewelry from London, Nadia 
Morgenthaler and Milio Art jewelry from Russia. 

Comparing GemGenève 2019 with the first edition in 2018, 
second-time exhibitor Dharmedra Tank commented, “The 
layout of the show was superb, I thought the crisscross man-
ner in which they planned the pathways ensured that visitors 
experienced all sections and walked by every booth. Despite 
the increase in exhibitors, the aisles were more spacious with 
more lounge areas for buyers and sellers to interact. While 
our sales numbers were the same as last year, out of all the 
customers, approximately 30% to 35% were new clients, 
which is a positive sign.” 

Never one to rest on their laurels, the GemGenève team 
has already started planning for 2020. They are in touch with 
exhibitors, visitors and industry peers, gathering feedback, 
analyzing, brainstorming, wholly focused on building further 
on the successful features and closing any identified gaps for 
next year. While there is still work to be done, what is encour-
aging is the zeal with which the GemGenève team continues 
to evolve and innovate.

As clients continue to gravitate towards knowledge, beauty 
and transparency, GemGenève is perfectly poised to offer 
them an agora of excellence, art and luxury, thereby redefin-
ing the very notion of a gem and jewelry show. ■

First prize in the jewelry contest was won 
by Charlotte Angéloz for her Bonbon ring. 

(Photo: GemGenève)

Second prize in the jewelry contest 
went to Claudia Roque Andrade for 

her Reconstruction ring. 
(Photo: GemGenève) Third prize in the jewelry 

contest went to Arianne Blanco 
for her collection Sio 2.0 

(Photo: GemGenève)

Carved emerald and 
diamond ring by 

Tenzo Fine Jewellery, 
Designer Vivarium. 
(Photo: Tenzo Fine 

Jewellery)

Orchid earrings featuring mechanical diamond wings by 
Nicholas Lieou, Designer Vivarium. (Photo: Nicholas Lieou)


